
09-08-09 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Instituting a Proceeding to Investigate 
Implementing a Decoupling Mechanism for 
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.. Hawaii 
Electric Light Company, Inc. and Maui Electric 
Company, Limited. 

Docket No. 2008-0274 

o r o 
of~ 
:::Co 
":?c= 
i n — • 

:r 

m 
-o 
1 

00 

TD 
w? 

M 
m m ^ ^ 

n 
E ' l 

U 

HAWAII RENEWABLE ENERGY ALLIANCE'S JOINDER 

TO 

HAIKU DESIGN AND ANALYSIS'S 

POST-HEARING OPENING BRIEF 

FILED ON SEPTEMBER 8. 2009 

AND 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

KAi 

Wan-en S. Bollmeier II, President 
Hawaii Renewable Energy Alliance 
46-040 Konane Place 3816 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 

(808) 2Al- l lbZ 
wsb@lava.net 

mailto:wsb@lava.net


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Instituting a Proceeding to Investigate 
Implementing a Decoupling Mechanism for 
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc., Hawaii 
Electric Light Company, Inc. and Maui Eleclric 
Company, Limited. ^ 

Docket No. 2008-0274 

HAWAII RENEWABLE ENERGY ALLIANCE'S JOINDER 

IQ 

HAIKU DESIGN AND ANALYSIS'S 

POST-HEARING OPENING BRIEF 

FILED ON SEPTEMBER 8. 2009 

Hawaii Renewable Energy Alliance ("HREA") hereby joins Haiku Design and Analysis's 

Post-Hearing Opening Brief, which was filed on September 8, 2009. 

(n joining Haiku Design and Analysis ("HDA"), HREA would like to emphasize and comment 

on the following three aspects of HDA's Post-Hearing Opening Brief: 

1. Revenue Per Customer Alternative. HREA support's HDA's proposed Revenue Per 

Customer ("RPC") Altemative to the HECO/CA's proposed Revenue Adjustment 

Mechanism ("RAM"). HDA's approach appears to be simpler and easier to 

implement. It is also similar to the approach being implemented in Idaho Power 

Company's decoupling mechanism. Thus, if the Commission decides to consider 

HDA's RPC alternative, HREA recommends that the Commission consult with the 

Idaho Public Utility Commission regarding IPC's progress on decoupling; 



2. Impacts on HECO's Financial Health. As noted in HDA's Opening Brief, decoupling 

with a RAM Is viewed by HECO necessary for its financial health, i.e., to avoid bond 

rating downgrades and annual rate cases. However, HREA understands HECO's 

bond rating has recently been downgraded from a BBB to a BBB'. Thus, the 

questions now are whether the downgrade can be reversed with decoupling and a 

RAM or RPC, or what might happen without decoupling and a RAM or RPC; 

3. Need for a Performance Metric. HREA wholeheartedly agrees with HDA that a 

performance metric is appropriate as a quid pro quo to ensure that ratepayers will 

see rapid progress in moving off fossil fuel to renewables and energy efficiency. 

While there has been some discussion among the Parties about a perfonnance 

metric, there has not been enough time for the Parties to reach agreement on a 

specific perfomiance metric. Thus, HREA concurs with HDA's recommendation that 

the Commission direct the Parties to come back at a later time with a recommended 

performance metric, rather than delaying the docket process further at this point. 

That said, HREA recommends a draft performance metric prepared by Mike 

Champley, which we understand will be submitted by Blue Planet with their Opening 

Brief, is a good starting point for discussion on a performance metric. 

Dated: September 8, 2009, Honolulu, H a ^ i i 

^ . ^ . ^ 
President 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The foregoing Joinder was served on the date of filing by Hand Delivery or electronically 

transmitted to each such Party as follows. 

Catherine P. Awakuni, Executive Director 2 Copies (Hand Delivery) and 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs Electronic Service 
Division of Consumer Advocacy 
P.O. Box 541 
Honolulu, HI 96809 

Darcy I. Endo-Omoto, Vice-President Electronic Service 
Govemmental and Community Affairs 
Hawaiian Electric Company Inc. 
P. O. Box 2750 
Honolulu, HI 96840-0001 

Dean Matsuura Electronic Sen/ice 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box2750 
Honolulu, HI 96840-0001 

Thomas W. Williams, Jr. Esq. Electronic Service 
Peter Y. Kikuta, Esq. 
Goodsill, Anderson, Quinn & Stifel 
Alii Place, Suite 1800 
1099 Alakea Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Attorneys for HECO Companies 

Jay Ignacio Electronic Service 
President 
Hawaii Electric Light Company, Inc. 
P. 0.80x1027 
Hilo, HI 96721-1027 

Edward I. Reinhardt Electronic Service 
President 
Maui Electric Company, Limited 
P. O. Box 398 
Kahului, HI 96732 

Randall J. Hee, P.E. Electronic Service 
President and Ceo 
Kauai Island Utility Cooperative 
4463 Pahe'e Street, Suite 1 
Lihue, HI 96766-2000 

Timothy Blume Electronic Service 
Michael Yamane 
Kauai Island Utility Cooperative 
4463 Pahe'e Street, Suite 1 
Lihue, HI 96766 



Kent D. Morihara, Esq. Electronic Service 
Kris N. Nakagawa, Esq. 
Rhonda I. Ching. Esq. 
Morihara Lau & Fong LLP 
841 Bishop Street, Suite 400 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Attomeys for Kauai Island Utility Cooperative 

Carl Freedman Electronic Service 
Haiku Design & Analysis 
4234 Hana Highway 
Haiku, HI 96708 

Henry Q Curtis, Vice President for Consumer Issues Electronic Service 
Kat Brady, Vice President for Social Justice 
Life of the Land 
76 North King Street, Suite 203 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

Gerald A. Sumida, Esq. Electronic Service 
Tim Lui-kwan, Esq. 
Nathan C. Nelson, Esq. 
Carlsmith Ball LLP 
ASB Tower, Suite 2200 
1001 Bishop Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Counsel for Hawaii HoWings, LLC, dba First Wind Hawaii 

Kelly O'Brien, Vice-President, Business Development, Electronic Service 
Hawaii Hawaii Holdings LLC, dba First Wind Hawaii 
810 Richards Street, Suite 650 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Deborah Day Emerson, Esq. Electronic Service 
Gregg J. Kinkley, Esq. 
Department of the Attomey General 
425 Queen Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Counsel for DBEDT Electronic Service 
Mark Duda, President 
Hawaii Solar Energy Association 
P. O. Box 37070 
Honolulu, HI 96837 

Doug A. Codiga, Esq. Electronic Service 
Schlack Ito Lockwood Piper & Elkind 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street Mall, Suite 1500 
Honolulu. HI 96813 
Counsel for Blue Planet 

^ ^ ^ 
DATED: September 8, 2009, Honolulu,liawaii, 


